
 
ARBITRATION POWERLIST 2021 
CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE



ARBITRATION  

POWERLIST 2021 |  

CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE

LEGALEASE LTD



1CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE

The Legal 500 – In-house Legal Research Team

For 33 years, The Legal 500 has been 
analysing the capabilities of law firms and sets 
across the world. In the research team, we 
constantly track which sections are used most 
by clients, and this often matches up with an 
increase in that section from submissions, 
client referees, requests for interviews and 
feedback – all of which make up the research 
process. The international arbitration rankings 
are consistently one of our most used and 
read editorial sections and one of the most 
competitive areas for law firms, sets, lawyers 
and barristers. This chimes with what we 
constantly hear anecdotally in the market, with 
international arbitration frequently cited as the 
preferred form of dispute resolution.

The Arbitration Powerlist: Central and Eastern 
Europe showcases the leading practitioners 
working in a broad sweep of countries, 
stretching from Austria and Poland to the 
Baltic nations and down to Serbia and North 

Macedonia. As with any publication of this 
nature, we were faced with the dilemma of 
including as many worthy candidates as possible 
without diluting the significance of their listing. 
After lengthy discussions across the editorial 
team, we decided that a larger selection was 
necessary to provide sufficient nuance and 
balance across so many different markets. We 
hope that by expanding the selection we have 
managed to include some surprises. 

To collate the list of leading practitioners we 
have of course drawn on our research team’s 
expertise. We have also approached leading 
arbitrators, arbitral institutions and general 
counsel active in the market to help create a 
definitive list of the leading arbitration counsel 
in the Central and Eastern Europe region 
today. As such, we think the listing reflect 
those practitioners that are deemed the gold 
standard by business.  n
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Job title: Managing Partner
Location: Moldova
Number of years in practice: 25
Admissions: Moldovan Bar
Geographical areas of focus: Moldova and 
CIS
Languages: Romanian, English, Russian

Over a 25-year legal career, Roger Gladei has 
acted on some of Moldova’s most high-profile 
disputes. He began his legal career by spending 
ten years in-house at a prominent domestic 
bank, eventually holding concurrent roles as 
head of legal, corporate secretary, and head 
of AML. Since then he has been practicing as 
independent legal counsel, initially as partner 
with a Moldovan law firm and subsequently as 
co-founder and managing partner of Gladei & 
Partners.  

He is the first and current President of Chisinau 
Court of International Commercial Arbitration 
(CACIC) under the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Moldova (AmCham). Set up in 
2017, AmCham CACIC is the first significant ADR 
forum catering to businesses disputes arising in 
Moldova and/or in connection with Moldovan 
parties. Together with his peers from the CACIC 
Steering Committee and the CACIC Secretariat, 
Gladei has, ‘established the organisational and 
procedural framework of CACIC, making it a 
reputable ADR forum, where business have been 
addressing not only for arbitration, but also for 
conciliation and mediation.’

Roger Gladei
Gladei & Partners

Job title: Partner 
Location: Russia
Number of years in practice: 21
Admissions: Moscow Bar
Geographical areas of focus: Russia & CIS
Languages: Russian, English, French

Alexei Panich is a partner in the dispute 
resolution practice of Herbert Smith Freehills 
in Moscow, specialist in litigation and 
arbitration. For more than 20 years he has been 
representing clients in complex corporate, 
commercial, construction and banking 
disputes, cross-border debt recovery as well as 
in bankruptcy proceedings. He has extensive 
experience in advising on complex Russian 
and international litigation and arbitration 
matters affecting the activities of both foreign 
investors and national Russian companies. His 
representations as arbitration counsel include 
acting for: a Russian high net worth individual 
in a settlement of a dispute related to recovery 
of over $1bn damages being considered by 
the London Court of International Arbitration 
(LCIA); Royal Bank of Scotland and the syndicate 
of other banks in a US$300m LCIA arbitration 
against Kazakhstan companies, operating 
in Russia and Kazakhstan, and a Gazprom 
subsidiary in a US$125 million dispute aimed at 
the cancellation of an award of the International 
Commercial Arbitration Court. He has also 
represented three Russian biathletes in Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) proceedings relating 
to doping allegations. 

Alexei Panich
Herbert Smith Freehills

Job title: Partner
Location: Russia
Number of years in practice: 20
Number of years as an arbitrator: Two
Admissions: Moscow Region Bar
Main sectors covered: Intellectual property 
(inc. pharma, TMT, FMCG, IT and others)
Languages: Russian, English

Ekaterina Tilling is the head of Eversheds 
Sutherland’s Russian intellectual property 
practice and is recognised for her experience 
in this area. She specialises in arbitration and 
litigation, with a particular focus on IP issues 
and has significant experience in handling 
complex investment projects involving different 
IP assets, as well as in negotiating and advising 
on various IT transactions (including software 
development, franchising, and IP assignment 
and licensing. She is highly skilled in solving IP 
disputes in Russian courts of all levels, including 
the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, as 
well as in forums such as the Chamber of Patent 
Disputes of Rospatent, antimonopoly bodies 
and the prosecutor’s offices.

Tilling is an active member of the IP Committee 
of ICC Russia as well as a member of several 
working groups of the global ICC Commission 
of Intellectual Property. She is the author of 
many IP publications in Russia and abroad 
including commentaries on Russia’s key 
legislative acts. She is also active in shaping 
Russia’s IP landscape as a senior teacher at the 
National Research University’s Higher School 
of Economics. She has also developed several 
programs on IP rights issues for master’s 
students at the International Laboratory for 
Information Technology and Intellectual 
Property of the Theory and History of Law 
department. solution, Research and Resource 
Institute. 

Ekaterina Tilling
Eversheds Sutherland
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